constantly examined in the context of 
the Scripture. Here is the story of a 
family which can well serve as a pro- 
totype in Mennonite family history. The 
close relationships in family ties and in- 
terresponsibilities are classic. 

The relationship of a minister’s fami- 
ly to the spiritual needs of the broader 
church community is a unique example 
of deep devotion to Christ and the com- 
munity of believers. Father Neufeld, an 
Elder in the Mennonite Brethren 
fellowship, personifies the ideal of a 
shepherd in the reports on his itinerant 
ministry. The caring dimension of his 
ministry finds expression in the house 
visitations which appear as central to his 
assignment as a spiritual shepherd. 

The scope of Elder Neufeld’s 
ministry is astonishing. With no 


academic training he serves as a pro- 
totype of a self-educated Mennonite 
minister. The ‘“Bible prechange”’ (Bi- 
ble Conferences) to which frequent 
references are made appear to be a ma- 


_jor source to provide spiritual nurture, 


equipping him and other ministers of his 
day for the sacred assignment. (The lat- 
ter an essential key to the vitality of the 
spiritual life in Anabaptist history.) The 
political events which uprooted him in 
Russia, the immigration to Canada, and 
the required re-orientation in the North 
American scene seemingly do not affect 
the fervor of his spiritual ministry. 
Especially touching is the expressed 
concern for family and friends who 
were left behind in Russia after the 1923 
immigration. The concern for them 
supersedes the personal hardships aris- 


ing from the limited economic 
resources of an immigrant family. 
Abraham H. Neufeld is to be con- 
gratulated for the work in translating 
and editing the diary to make it accessi- 
ble to the wider Mennonite communi- 
ty. This prototype for Christian and 
Mennonite family life and ministry 
needs to be read by thosé who are con- 
cerned for the continued effectiveness 
of the legacy entrusted to the present 
and future generations of Mennonites. 


J. B. Toews 
Fresno, California 
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